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LETTER, Sc. 
SIR, Corke, November 20th; 1749. | 


I? Obedience to your Command, I here ſend a true 
Account of the Cauſe and Progreſs of the Suit 
carried on in our Dioceſs againſt Mr. Dallas; I have 
not troubled you with any Reaſonings of mine on 
this Aﬀair; but leave you to make your own Infe- 
rences, from the Facts I have laid before you, for the 
Truth of which, I readily ſtake my Credit with you,” 


NS ®- m ® 


W a 


T a Viſitation he'd by the Biſhop of Corke, on 

the 6th of May, 1746, he informed the Cler- 

gy, that he had long wiſhed to ſee the excellent 
Laws with regard to Marriages, contained in the 
Canons and Rubricks of our Church, ſtrictly obſerved, 
as he hoped it would, in ſome Meaſure, have prevent- 
ed the many ſpiritual and temporal Evils, that had 
attended raſh and clandeſtine Marriages. Tho' he 
ſaid, he could not but own, that the ſcandalous and 
deſtructive Practice among Proteſtants, of being mar- 
ried by a Popiſh Prieſt, in open Violation of the 
Laws, had been of late, ſo common, and did, in ma- 
ny Caſes, ſo elude all the Care the Governors of the 
Church could take in this important Matter, that, 
perhaps, it would have ben to little Purpoſe for them, 
to have inſiſted on the ſtrict Execution of the Laws, 
for ſome Time paſt ; but that now, an Act of Parlia- 
ment having been paſt the laſt Seſſion, which took 
x A 2 Place 
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place the, firſt of this Month, a all Marri- 
path celebrated by a Popiſh Prieſt between two Pro- 
teſtants, or between any, two Perſons, whereof one 
had been a Proteſtant, , within a Year before, were 


declared-null and void; he thought it was his Duty, 


to lay bold of this Qpportunity of ſecuring to the 


People of his Dioceſs, the many ſpiritual and tem- 


poxal Advantages, which the wiſe Compilers of, our 
Canons and Rubricks ſeemed ſo fully convinced would 
ariſe from the exact Obſervance of thoſe Regulations 
they had made in them, relating to Marriages, and 


the, Solemnization of, them, that they had inforced 4 


them under the higheſt Penalties. 

And. accordingly, the Biſhop recommended to, 

and required of the Clergy, the ſtrict Obſervance of 
the Canons and Rubricks relating to Marriage, and 

particularly of the 52d Canon, which prohibits the 

Solemnization of Marriage without Banns being firſt - 
duly called, or a Licence obtained; or in any other 

Place, but in the Church or Chapel, where one of 


the Parties dwell ; or at any Time, but in the Time 
pf divine Service; or without Conſent of Parents, or 


Guardians; er the heavy Penalties of Deprivation 


or Degradation; and in Conk ſequence of theſe In- 


junctions of the Biſhop, all Marriages were celebrat- 
ed, in the Dioceſs of Carle, in the Church only; 


and in every other particular, agrecable to the Canons 


and Rubricks; from the 6th of May, 1746, until 
the 6th of April, 1748, in the moſt regular and 
ſettled Manner; and continue ſo to this Time. 

In the Beginning of April, 1748, Philip Oliver, 
Efq; obtained a Licence from the Vicar-General of 
Corte directed to the Miniſter or Curate of (Frits 
Church, to marry him to Miſs Lucy Gray; in the, 
Body of which Licence i it is directed, that the Mar- 


riage 


(5s) 

riage ſhould be celebrated in the Church, Ge. as the 
Canon and Rubrick directs. LOO TER 

But Mr. Dallas, a Clergyman, "wh Had ben 
ſome Time before a Curate in the Digcels of Coyne, 
but bad now no Employment in the Church, but 2 5 
ſided in the City of Corte, and taught School Wer, 
under the Biſhop's Licenee, but who had been for- 
bid, by the Biſhop, for above 2 Yeats before, fo'exer- 
ciſe any Part of his Miniftry in the Dioceſs of Corke 
and - Roſs, deliberately reſolved (tho as a School- | 
maſter he was preſent at that Viſitation in May, 
1746, when the Biſhop, in his Charge, required all 
Marriages to be in Church) to break''thro' the Laws; 
and in ditect Oppoſition to the 'Biſhop's W 
and the ſettled Practice of the Dioceſs, for 1 2 
Years before, to marry Mr. Oliver and Mifs Luc 
Gray in a private Houſe; and his Intention to do ſo, 5 
was known to many; nay, it is alſo well Known, 
that he ſollicited Mr. Oliver, to permit him to do if 3 
and a Day or two before the Day appointed for the 
Marriage, he applied to the Curate of the Pariſh, , 
for Leave to cclebi ate it in a private Houſe ; but when q 
he was refuſed by the Curate, and being by him 
warned of the Crime and Danger, he anſwered, he 
would do it without his Leave; and that he only 
meant to pay him a civil Compliment; and that tlie 
Biſhop had no Authority over him ; and accordingly, 

in Paſſion Week, on April the 6th, 1748, he mar- 
ried Philip Oliver, and his preſent Lady, in a private 
Houſe. | 


At this Time the Biſhop was in Dublin, and was 


ignorant of what Mr. Dallas had done, until he 


came Home, which was about ten Days after; and N 


when he had taken a fe Days to be fully informed a 
of this Matter, on — to tee a Lawyer, on Roſe -:* 
Advice 


„ ff 
Advice he depended, he found he had been retained 
for Mr. Dallas ſoon after the Marriage. And now, 


the Curate of Chri/*s-Chuyrch Pariſh having made an 
Affidavit of what paſſed between him and Mr. Dallas 
previous to the Marriage, a Cauſe was inſtituted, at the 
mere Promotion of the Office, againſt Mr. Dallas; 
and he was cited to the Conſiſtory Court of Corke, 
to anſwer for having thus tranſgreſſed the Law. 
On Mr. Dallas's Appearance, Articles were exhi- 
bited againſt him, and he was admoniſhed to give in 
his anſwer, —— The Court Day following, he ap- 
peared in Perſon, and brought his Plea in writing in- 
to Court; where he read it aloud before a great 
Croud; wherein he declared, among other Things, 
that he having been filenced or forbid by the Biſhop, 
to do any Duty in his Dioceſs, and having no Cure 
nor Benefice in it, the Biſhop had no Authority over 
him; And then defiring that this might be received 
as his Anſwer or Plea, and as ſuch entered into the 
Acts of the Court, he proteſted to appeal to his Grace 
of Caſhell; and in ſome Time after, he appealed in 
Form, before a Notary Publick ; and lodged it at 
Caſpell; in which Appeal he declares, he was not ſub- 
ject to the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop of Corke, as 
he had neither Benefice nor Cure in his Dioceſs; and 
particularly, .as the Biſhop had inhibited him from 
the Exerciſe of his Function; that therefore he had 
no Authority to call him to any Account. And he 
took out an Inhibition from the Court of Caſhell, 
In ſome Time afterwards, he applied to the Court 
of Common-Pleas for a Prohibition; but in about 
eight Months, after ſeveral hearings, the Court of 
Common-Pleas gave Judgment, whereby the con- 
ſiſtory Court of Corke was left at Liberty to proceed 
. againſt Mr, Dallas. | vhs "Y 


1 
In the Courſe of the Pleading in this Suit before 
the Court of Common-Pleas, ſomething was ſaid by 
Mr. Dallass Lawyers, that gave the Lord C=—— 
J-—— S— an Opportunity of ſaying, that he 
did believe the Biſhop of Corke's chief Intention in 
the Suit was, to wy os his own Authority in his 
Dioceſs, to eſtabliſh the Force of the Canons, and to 
let the Clergy ſee, that if they tranſgreſſed them, they 
might be puniſhed. — On which the Biſhop' of 
Carte, who was in Court roſe, and thanked his Lord- 
ſhip, for having ſo properly and honourably con- 
ceived of his Intentions; and at which Time he de- 
clared, that theſe were his chief Views; and that it 
| gave him great Concern to find himſelf under the 
eceſſity of proceeding in the Suit, in Order to efta- 
bliſh the Force of the Canon; and to ſupport his 
own Authority in his Dioceſs ; and that when the 
Conſiſtory Court of Corke ſhould be at Liberty to pro- 
ceed in the Suit, it would give him great Satisfacti- 
on to find Mr. Dallas capable of making ſuch a De- 
fence, as that he could, as a righteous Judge, acquit him 
of the Crime he was charged with; or ' that Mr. 
Dallas could offer ſuch Matter, in Mitigation of his 
Crime, or do ſomething, in ſo exemplary a Way, as 
would juſtify him in ſtopping his Hande. 
And that this was the Biſhop's Diſpoſition, from 
the Beginning, I know my ſelf; and could produce 
many Perſons of Note, who were fuily apprized of 
it; many of whom, indeed, blamed him for it ; and 
thought that nothing leſs than pronouncing the Sen- 
| tence, the Law had provided in that Caſe, could, in 
any Wiſe, repair the continued inſult Mr, Dallas had 
offered to the ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution, and the epiſ- 
copal Authority; and that it would be highly ne- 
ceſſary to determine this important Suit in the moſt 
wh gs 5 publick 
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publick Way, and to have the Law declared fally, as 
it had been fo obſtinately and notoriouſly diſputed, 

Soon after the Biſhop returned from Dublin, the 


. Confiſtory Court of Corke being now at Liberty to 


proceed in the Suit, a Proceſs iſſued to Mr. Dallas, 
to ſee further Proceedings in the Cauſe ; and his Ap- 

| to Caſtell being delerted, leave was given to ex- 
hibit new Articles, agreeable to the Judgment of the 
Court of Common-Pleas. : 3 
In about ten Days after this had been done, as the 
Biſhop was putting on his Habit to go to Church, on 
a dunday, Mr. Dean Meade, to whoſe near Relation 
Mr. Dallas is married, aſked the Biſhop, what was 


now to be done with Mr. Dallas? The Biſhop an- 


ſwered, that he heard Mr. Dallas had ſome Thoughts 
of appealing again to Caſhell, which was ſurely the 

reateſt Abſurdity, as he could have now, no other 

retence for an Appeal, but the ſame on which he 
had made his former one to Caſbell, which had been 
deſerted; and that he did not ſee how that Court could 
admit it; and that if it ſhould, the Cauſe muſt imme- 


- diately, on there appearing no new Matter, be remitted 
to the Court of CoRKE ; and faid, that for his Part, 
he faw no Method, by which it was poſſible for Mr, 


Dallas to prevent his Ruin, but by doing ſomething 


in a Publick, exemplary Way, that might melt the 


Court of Corke into Pity and Compaſſion, as it was 


impoſſible he ſhould find it any where elſe. To 


which Mr. Dean replied, that truly, he thought ſo too; 
and that he would try what he could do with Mr, 
Dallas: Then the Biſhop faid, pray, Mr. Mean, be 


very cautious: how you ſay any thing to Mr. Dallas 


on this Subject; for he is ſo odd a Man, that he will 


pervert every thing you ſay to him; and vreſt it to 
his own Deſtruction ; It will be dangerous indeed, to 
1 BE have 
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all that. The Biſhop then ſaid, Mr. Dean, if from 
any hint you think I. bave dropped, Or, * r 
Look or Geſture of mine, you may have collected, 
that it may ſtill be in Mr. Dallass Power, by a pro- 
27 Conduct to prevent his Ruin, pray, tale Care 

o you give him thę leaſt Reaſon to ſulpect that any 
Thing of this Kind came from me; for if Jaw do, 
he will make a very ill uſe of it, he will, repfeſant it 
as a ſtipulated Affair; and will quite ps 6 
kind Purpoſes you, or any one elſe, may hayg for him. 
Mr. Dean anſwered, he would chnduct himſelf ſo, 
that he would engage it ow not be in his 
Power. vl 4 . +4 L 

Some time after 1 was in "Chand. when ther n new. 
Articles were exhibited, and which contained this, 
Charge only; That Mr. Da/las, bad married Philip 
Oliver, Eſq; and Lucy Gray, Spinſter, in a private 
Houſe, without the Banns being duly called, or, 
without a Licence authoriſing him ſo to do; and a 
Copy of which being given to his Proctor, the Proc- 
tor of Office moved, that Mr. Dallas ſhould give in his 
perſonal Anſwer next Court Day; which the Court 
agreed to. In ſome time after this, Mr. Dallas came 
into Court, and then the Proctor of Office moved, 
that a Copy of the new Articles ſhould be given to 
him, and that he in Perſon, ſhould be admoniſhed ta 
give in his perſonal Anſwer next Court Day; but not 
on Oath z which was accordingly done, and he pro- 
miſed fo to do. 

The Court then proceeded to other Buſineſs, but 
after Mr. Dallas had ſpent ſome Time in Reading 
the Articles, he rote up, and deſired the Biſhop to 
indulge him in a few Hee, which the Biſhop ſaid 

13 * 
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he muſt be excuſed from doing, as he did not appre- 
bend he ſaid, that in the judicial Progreſs of the Suit, 
any thing could at that time be ſaid; and that ex- 
cept in the regular Progreſs of the Cauſe, he could 
not permit him to ſpeak in the Court. Mr. Dallas, 
preſſed again and again to be thus indulged; and 
the Biſhop ſtill perſiſted in deſiring to be excuſed 
from permitting him. Mr. Dallas then urged the 
Matter eagerly, and ſaid, if his Lordſhip would per- 
mit him to fpeak, he would fave the Court much 
Time and Trouble. Then the Biſhop told Mr, 
Dallas, that he could not depart from his Reſolution, 
and that in the progreſs of the Cauſe, the very firſt 
thing to be done by him, was, to give in his perſonal 
Anſwer, and for the doing of which, he had time 
given him till the next Court Day, and that if he 
did not think that Time was ſufficient, he ſhould have 
as many Court Days allowed him as he thought ſuf- 
ficient to prepare for his Defence, as it was a Matter 
of the utmoſt. importance to him, Mr. Dallas then 
inſiſted on liberty to ſpeak, and again declared he 
meant to fave Time and Trouble: The Biſhop told 
him, that the only thing he could attend to in the 
regular Progreſs of the Suit, was to receive his per- 
ſonal Anſwer; and added, that he hoped Mr. Dallas 
would not be ſo Raſh as to give it in then, as he 
could not, he thought, have ſo maturely confidered 
the Articles, as to be prepared ſafely to An{wer them. 
Mr. Dallas replied that he had, and would give in 
his perſonal Anſwer then; for he meant to ſave Time 
and Trouble: The Eiſhop anſwered him, Sir, you 
may delay your Cauſe if you pleaſe, I ought not; 
and if you inſiſt on giving in your perſonal Anſwer 
now, I cannot refuſe to take it. Mr. Dallas ſaid, he 
would, which he immediately did. And acknow- 

. | ledged 
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5 (1). 1 
ledged that he had married Mr. Oliver and his haſh 
in a private Houſe, &c. as charged-in the Libel ; and 
was going on to ſay ſomething, when the Vicar- 
General told him, that he had' better let the Regiſter 
draw his Anſwer in Form; and if on Reading it, he 
found it agreeable to his Purpoſe, he may Sign it, and 
deliver it to the Court, and accordingly the Regiſter 
drew it in Form, and read it aloud, and aſked Mr. 
Dallas, if that was what he meant ſhould- be his An- 
ſwer to the Articles? He ſaid it was. He then took it 
from the Regiſter, and after he had Read it, Signed 
it, and delivered it as his perſonal Anſwer to the Ar- 
ticles. I here ſend you an atteſted Copy of it. 


Marmaduke Dallas, Clerk, being admoniſhed to 
give my perſonal Anſwer, to new Articles ex- 
hibited againſt me, in the Confiſtorial Court of Core, 
at the meer Promotion of the Office, and having read 
over the ſaid Articles, do Anſwer as followeth. 1 do 
hereby confeſs, all the ſeveral Articles and Poſitions 
therein contained, and do ſubmit my ſelf to the ſaid 
Articles, and to his Lordſhip, and Jurifdi&tion of 
Corke, and to receive whatever Sentence his Lordſhi 
ſhall pleaſe to give thereon, and to obey the ſame. 
MARM. DALLAS. 
A true Copy examined by me, 
Tho. W eekes, Regilter, 


. The Proctor of Office then made a Motion, that 
Mr. Dallas ſhould in Perſon be admoniſhed to hear 
Sentence next Court Day. And he accordingly was 
admoniſhed, and promiſed ſo to do. 

all we who were preſent thought, that Mr. Dallas 
0. now laid a proper foundation for ſuch a fu- 
| B 2 ture 
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ture proceeding, as we were convinced would in- 0 

cline the Biſhop to think of ſome expedient to ſave. 5 
| him, as we knew he was always diſpoſed to ſhew him 1 
| all the Mercy he could, confiſtent with a due regard t 
| to the Laws, and the Epilcopal Authority; and I was 1 
| the more confirmed in this Opinion, when after the n 

Court was adjourned, I heard the Biſhop tell Mr, Allyn, 0 
| the Proctor of Office, that he need not be in haſte * { 
1 to draw up the Sentence againſt next Court Day; n 
| and that it would be time enough to have it ready a 
| the Court Day following, which on account of the p 
j Afiizes intervening, Cc. would be adjourned to a al 
long Day, and that he might let Mr. Dallas know, I, 
1 that he need not attend the next Court Day, for he WK 
5 would not have the Man unneceſſarily called fiom tl 
þ the Attendance of his School, as it might hurt him. p 
is The next Court Day I did not attend, as I knew v 
no Sentence would then be pronounced. And no- tt 
4 thing was done then in that Affair, only that on the ſe 
1 Proctor's motion of Courſe, the Rule was continued J 
Il | for Mr. Dallas to hear Sentence the Curt Day fol- te 
if lowing, which was to be on the 3 iſt Day: of March, p 
bt ſoon after this. | 
1 In ſome diſcourſe I had with the Biſhop on this | I 
i' Affair, he ſaid, I hope that a Method may now be bt 
is found to fave Mr. Dallas; whereupon I deſired to al 
6 know how this could be brought about: He then be 
| ſaid, „from the beginning indeed, at any time of this ot 

Suit, Mr Dallas might have been ſafe, if he would as 

in the Church of the Pariſh, where the Offence had ne 

been committed, and in. the Cathedral, have acknow- Pt 

leiged what he did was a Crime ; and expreſs. his m 

Sorrow for it, as Mr. Dallas well knew himſelf ; hut in 

that as from the time of the Judgment of the Court | 


of Common-Pleas, I ſaw Mr. Dallas could have no dc 
chance 
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chance to eſcape, that 0 Mr. Dallas had 1 
poſſible Method aggravated his Crime, y bet ha 


ſo beyond all deſcription ill treated me, I 50d not, for 


that Reaſon, allow my ſelf to inſiſt on the fame 


Terms ! expected from him before he had ſo treated 
me, and was ſo in my Power, that I may be fully 
convinced in my own Heart, and alſo let all People 


ſee, that the worſt of uſage could not provoke me, 


not to ſtrain the Point in favour of Mercy, as ſoon 


as I had any pretence for doing it. And now I pro- 
poſe the next Court-day to ſummon all the Clergy 
about Town, and then, when the Proctor of Office; 


in Courſe demands Sentence againſt Mr. Dallas, 1 
will, (inſtead of taking it to read firſt myſelf) direct 
the Regiſter to read it aloud, by which all Who are 
preſent will ſee what puniſhment the Law has pro- 
videc in that Caſe, and then, inſtead of pronouncing 


the Sentence, I will ſhew the Nature, and the con- 
ſequences of Mr. Dollars conduct, and againſt what 


Laws he had offended, and the puniſhment allotted 
to his Crime ; - of which, (as Mr. Dallas wil be 


preſent) J hope to make him ſenſible. 
And I will Point out this Way of ſaving him, vis; 


I will declare, that as the only end of the Suit was to 


bring him to a Senſe of, and Sorrow for, his Crime, 
and to deter others from the like Conduct; I ſhould 
be highly pleaſed to find thoſe Ends anſwered by any 


other Means, rather than by Degradation, and that 


as the Clergy were to mect in Viſitation before the 
next Court-day, I hope that Mr. Dallas will, in ſome 
publick exemplary Way, make ſuch an acknowledg- 


ment of his Crime, as in their Opinion, as well, as 


in my own, will anſwer the only End of the Suit.“ 


The Biſhop added, „that he hoped, if this were 


done, the Clergy would then intercede for Mr. Dallas; 


- 


(14) 
andd that their doing ſo, would probably, in a-great 
Meaſure, protect him from that Cenſure, that he had 
reaſon to Fear he ſhould incur, for putting an End 
to this Suit in ſo private a Way, and not in an ex. 
emplary publick Manner.“ 

I aſked the Biſhop, what kind of publick Acknow- 
ledgment he expected? He then told me, he ſhould 
be contented if Mr. Dallas, on Wedneſday following, 
would in the Cathedral, at the Viſitation, (when 
there would be ſcarce any but the Clergy preſent) 
acknowledge his having broke the Laws; and that 
he might be puniſhed for having done ſo: And alſo 
Confeſs the evil Tendency of the Doctrine he had 
endeavoured to Eſtabliſh ; and promiſe Obedience to 
the Laws, and to his Superiors, jn the future Exerciſe 
of his Miniſtry: And the Biſhop then told me, that 
he had let one of the Clergy know his intentions, who 
had been a Mediator for Mr. Dallas, and had deſi- 


red him to acquaint Mr. Dallas with this Scheme for 


ſaving him, which I know he did, as I alſo do, that 


Mr. Dallas refuſed to comply with 4 
The Biſhop faid, that he alſo had been prevailed 


on, to let Mr, Dean Meade, in confidence, and in re- 


gard to his great Anxicty for Mr. Dallas, into this his 


| Purpoſe, and that the Dean had greatly approved of 
it, as a moſt merciful Way, and had declared it was 
the leaſt Satisfaction Mr. Dallas could make; and that 
it was not fit the Biſhop ſhould ſtop the Proceedings 
without it. 

The Court-day following, being March 31ſt, the 
Biſhop deſired that all the Clergy about the Town 
ſhould attend him in Court that Day ; and according- 
ly about 25 of us did fo, the Biſhop, as foon as he came 
into Court, call'd on this Cauſe, and Mr. Dallas's 


perſonal 
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perſonal Ae being Read, the Proctor of Office 
offered a Sentence N drawn to the Biſhop, which 
he hoped, he ſaid, he would pronounce: The Bi 
inſtead of taking it to Read, and conſider it himſelf, 
directed the Regiſter to Read it aloud ; which when 
the Regiſter had done, the Vicar-General produced 
a Petition to the Biſhop, Sc. which Mr. Dallas had 
ſent to him the Day before ; and which Mr. Dallas 
deſired that his Civilian or Proctor Fn pf) Rea d. 
by Mr. Dallas's Proctor. 

Mr. Dallas in his Petition 171 thus. „I have ac- 


 knowledged the Fact of marrying Mr. Oliver and 


Lady in a private Houſe, and ſhould attend the 
Court to Day, but am indiſpoſed: Nor is my per- 
ſonal Attendance neceſſary, as the Biſhop has aſſured 
my Friends, that Sentence is not to be pronounced; 
but only to be Read by the Regiſter, and then de- 
liberated upon, in order to paſs it or not. And I think 
you can more decently, in my Abſence, than in my 
Preſence, conſult on the Cenſure and puniſhment due 
to my Fault. He then proceeds to ſhew, that this 
Fact he has acknowledged is no Tranſgreſſion of the 
Law; and inſiſts, that as he had not committed any 
Crime by it, he cannot be puniſhed for what he had' 
done; and in my Judgment, treats the Canons very 
diſreſpedtully ; and I believe he will be thought to 
have uſed the Biſhop, for offering to call him to an 
Account for his Conduct, in ſuch a manner, as no 
Biſhop was ever treated in his own Court, in the 
midſt of his Clergy, and before ſo great a Number 
of his People ; for at the latter End of his Petition, 
which was Read aloud by his Proctor, © he bids the 
Biſhop lay his Hand upon his Heart, and look np to 
that 
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all the Clergy of Ireland have often done, and repeated 
without Scruple? God forbid ! God forbid !” 
I own 1 never was ſo amazed, as when I heard 


this Paper read out. The Surprize the whole Court 
Pas in, was indeed very great. The Biſhop had the 
Sentence lying before him, and I believe there was 


ſcarce a Perſon in the Court, who did not think he 


would immediately pronounce it. Mr. Dallas's Proce- 


tor and Advocates immediately roſe, and condemned, 
in ſtrong Terms, the raſhneſs of Mr. Dallas's pro- 
ceeding ; and de clared, they had never ſeen the Peti- 
tion before; and had never been conſulted about it; 
and expreſſed, indeed, all proper concern ; and ſeemed 
to fear the immediate Conſequence of it, 

But the Biſhop quieted their Apprehenſion; when, 


| to the Surprize of all who were preſent, he told Mr. 


Dallass Lawyers, that they need not be fo uneaſy, for 
that the Matter was not yet deſperate, as might appear 
by and by. And then the Biſhop, in a pretty long 
Speech, opened the Nature of Mr. Dallas's Crime; 
and 3 againſt what Laws he had offended; 

mentioned the Motives that induced him to require 
the ſtrict Obſervance of them; and the good Conſe- 
quences that muſt ariſe from it. He ſhewed the evil 
Tendency of what Mr. Dallas had advanced in his 
Plea, and his Appeal; and declared, that Degradation 


Was che Puniſhment the Law had N for = 
Fa 


that God, who is to be the Judge of the Quick and 
the Dead, and before whole Tribunal they were to 
Stand, Ft alk himſelf this Queſtion; can I with a 
good Conſcience, conſiſtent with the honour of God 
and Religion; can I without ſhame before God and. 
Man, condemn my poor Brother, with his Family 
to Diſgrace and Ruin, for an Action which both! and 
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Fact Mr. Dallas ſtood charged with in the⸗ Ars 
ticles. 
The Bi map then ſaid, that he though he could 
not anſwer to Ged or Man, not to inflict the legal 
Puniſhment, except Mr. Dallas, by a full and ex- 
emplary Acknowledgment of his Crime, ſhould pre- 
vent him. However, that as the only Ends propoſed 
in the Suit, were the Reformation of the Mind of 
Mr. Dallas, to bring him to a Senſe of, and a Sor- 
row for, his Ciime; and that others might be de- 
terred from ſuch deiperate Attempts: And alſo to 
let the Laity ſee, that, there was even till, force 
enough in the Ecclefiattical Conſtitutions, to ſecure 
to them the Benefit of them. Theſe being, he ſaid, 
the only Ends for which the Suit had been inſtituted, 
it would give him the higheſt Pleaſure to find thoſe 
neceſſary Purpoles could as well be anſwered in any 
other Way, as by proceeding to the utmoſt Extre- 
mity. Then the Biſhop ſaid, that as he propoſed to 
meet the Clergy in Viſitation before the next Court- 
day, he ſhould be glad to find, that Mr. Dallas had 
done ſomething in a publick Way, or ſome ſcheme 
propoſed, that in the judgment of the Clergy, as well 
as in his own, ſhould anſwer theſe neceſſary Ends, 
for which the Suit had been inſtituted. 

The Biſhop then aſſured us, that what he had now 
declared was exactly what he had determined to lay 
before he had heard of Mr. Dallas's extraordinary Pe- 
tition, which, however, he was reſolved, ſhould not 
make him change his purpoſes of ſaving him, it poſſible. 
He ſaid then, that indeed he could not but think that 
Mr. Dallas had ſhewn himſelf by his now interpoſed 
Petition (wherein he vidicates all his Conduct, and has 
ſo reviled him for calling him to an Account for it) to 
be very obſtinate, and that he feared it was in vain to 
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Hope to find Mr. Dallas ſo ſenfible of his Folly as that 
it would be in the Biſhop's Power to avoid pronouncing 
the Sentence ; but that however he would not even yet 
judge it impoſſible. And therefore to give Mr. Dallas 
Time and Opportunity for that Purpoſe, and that he 
himſelf may fully weigh and confider the Matter, he 
would deliberate on the Sentence until next Court-day, 
which was to be in fourteen Days after. Mr. Dallas's 
Lawyers immediately acknowledgedfully the great Mer- 
cy and Lenity the Biſhop had ſhewn on this Occaſion; 
and publickly deſired him to name any Kind of Sub- 
miſſion that would be acceptable to him. The Biſhop 
anſwered, that he thought he had at leaſt ſaid enough. 
And fo indeed ſaid almoſt aloud many of the By- 
ſtanders. And it was very plain both from the Coun- 
tenance, and Declaration of many who were preſent, 
how ſenſibly they were touched with the Lenity with 
which the Biſhop had treated Mr. Dallas. When 
the Affair had been put on this Foot by the Bi- 
ſhop, he turned to Mr. Dean (who fat on the Bench 
with him, and who had expreſs'd great uneaſineſs at 
Mr. Dalias's ill Conduct) and in the hearing of ſe- 
veral of us, faid this to him, Mr. Dean, you have ap- 
peared concerned for the ſaving of Mr. Dallas; 
and ſomething has paſſed between us relating to the 
Affair. I defire you will now declare, whether I have 
not acted up to the utmoſt you could poilibly expect, 
from any hint I ever gave you about the Matter; and 
whether I have not obſerved to a Tittle the Proceſs 1 
told you I had reſolved on this Day; Mr. Dean then 
faid, you have my Lord. Yes, faid the Biſhop, Mr. 
Dean, I have, cotwi:hſtanding the aggravated Repe- 
tition of his Crime, and this ſcandalous inſult on me in 
the Court, by the Petition now read. The Biſhop 
then went out of Court, and left the Vicar-General 


to diſpatch the common Court Buſineſs. And when 
the 
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the People were going out of Court, I heard Mr, 
Dean as he went out ſay, we have nothing to do, but 
to bi ing Mr. Dallas to make a full Conteſſion. And 
I know, that even Mr. Oliver, who was preſent, ex- 
preſſed a great Senſe of the Biſhop's Mercy, and of Mr. 
Dallas deſperate Obſtinacy, and Conduct. And in a 
Letter wrote three Days after to the Biſhop, he expreſſed 
his Senſe of Mr. Dallas's proceeding at the Court; and 
of the hopes he conceived, that his Fate might even 
yet be avoided, in theſe Words, * I ſtil] hope by his 
Repentance, and entirely recanting his late Proceed- 
ings, there may be found ſome Method to avoid his 
total Diſgrace and Ruin.” When the Biſhop received 
this, he expreſſed great Pleaſure, to find that Mr. Oliver 
and be had exactly the ſame Sentiments of the Affair 
as it then ſtood; and he told me, he had declared the 
ſame to Mr. Oi ver, on a Viſit he paid him; and that 
he had given him great Reaſon to hope, that when- 


| ever Mr. Dallas did what Mr. Oliver ſaid he ſhould 


do to avoid it, (i. e.) (repent and intirely recant his 
late Proceedings) a Method would be found out to 
prevent his Ruin and Diſgrace. In a few Days after 
the Court Day, Mr. Dallas ſent his Petition (to which 
he had added an Addreſs to the Clergy) to the Preſs, 
which you have ſeen in Print, under the Title of his 
Apology. About this Time the Biſhop conſulted with 
ſeveral of the Clergy on the Kind of Submiſſion Mr. 
Dallas ſhould make at the Viſitation. And ſuch a one 
was drawn up as was thought neceſſary to eſtabliſh 
the Law, and the Biſhop's Authority in the Suit; and 
alſo ſhould be expreſſive of his Repentance for, and 
entirely recanting of, his Proceedings at the laſt Court- 
day. And this Form Mr. Lallas has printed in his 
{ſecond Pamphlet, entitled, A Letter to a Lord. This 
confeſſion was ſhewn by Mr. Oliver a Day or two be- 
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% 
fore the Viſitation to Mr. Dallas, who ſent Word 
to the Biſhop by Mr. Oliver, that he would not make 
it; but ſent one he had drawn up himſelf, moſtly 
taken out of the former ; which the Biſhop, as he 
{aw it had not the leaſt Relation to the Suit depend- 
ing, but only regarded the ill Treatment given to him, 
(and for which there was no Suit) declared he could 
not accept of; for that by ſo doing, he muſt (as far 
as he could) as the Fact was on record and notori- 
ous, eſtabliſh it for Law, that Mr. Dallas had not 
acted againſt Law in marrying in a private Houſe, 
&c. And that conſequently he, or any of the Clergy, 
might do ſo again To-morrow, or break any other 


Part of the ame Canon, with Impunity. And that 


tho' he would give cool not to be under the Neceſſi- 
ty of Degrading Mr. Da/las, yet that no Confide- 


ration ſhould tempt him to betray the Law in this 


Manner. But that as for the ill Treatment he had 
received from Mr. Dallas, he could eaſily forgive 
that. And when Mr. Oliver was going away, the 
Biſhop begged he would, it he could, relieve his mind 


from the Anxiety he was under, leſt he ſhould be 


obliged to proceed to extremities, Mr. Oliver an- 
ſwered him, that he hoped Mr, Dallas would do 


what was right at laſt, 


The next Day, or the Day following, the Viſita- 


tion was held; the Buſineſs of which being over, 
after the Biſhop had directed it to be adjourned, as 


he was riſing out of his Chair, Mr. Dallas, who at- 
tended there as a School-maſter, deſired to be heard. 
The Biſhop aſked him, to what Purpoſe did he de- 
fire to be heard? he anſwered, he was willing to make 
an Acknowledgment before the Clergy, about Mr. 


Oliver's Marriage. The Biſhop then ſaid theſe Words 
to him. Sir, do you mean to acknowledge, that by 


marrying 
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marrying Mr. Oliver in a private Houſe, without 
Banns duly called, or a Licence directed to you, as 
you are charged in the Articles exhibited againſt 
you; that you have acted contrary to Law? Mr. 
Dallas anſwered, no, my Lord, I do not mean to ac- 
knowledge that I have acted againſt Law by doing 
ſo. What, Mr. Dallas, ſays the Biſhop, will you de- 
ny that you have acted againſt Law by' doing as you 
are charged? Yes, replied Mr. Da/las, my Lord, I do; 
Jam open to Conviction, but I do not fee that I have 
acted againſt Law, Pray Mr. Dallas, ſaid the Bi- 
ſhop, what then do you mean to acknowledge? I 
mean, ſays Mr. Dallas, to own that I have offended 
your Lordſhip ; and that 1 am ſorry for it. Mr. 
Dallas, ſaid the Biſhop, I thank God that I can, and 
1 do heartily forgive you all your ill Treatment of 
me, without putting you to. the Trouble of aſking 
it. But, Sir, tho' I can readily paſs by all your ill 
Uſage of me, it is not in my Power, and I dare not 
in that Manner, let your inſult on the Laws go un- 
cenſured. Mr, Dallas, ſays the Biſhop, the Intent of 
of the Suit in my Court is to eſtabliſh it for Law, 
(that others ſhou'd be deterred from the ſame Practice) 
that by what you have done, you have ated againſt 
Law, and might be puniſhed for it. Now, Sir, there 
are two Methods of doing this, the one, by puniſh- 
ing vou as the Law plainly directs; and the other, by 
making you publickly acknowledge that you have 


broke the Law, and might be puniſhed for doing ſo. 
Therefore, pray, Sir, comply with this latter Way, 


and you may eſcape the former; own here you have 
acted illegally, and may be puniſhed, and then you 
may eſcape the Puniſhment, Still Mr. Dallas refuſ- 
ed, but inſiſted on reading the Form of Submiſſion 


he had drawn up; which the Biſhop would not per- 


mit 
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mit him to do, as he ſaid he would not have him 
make one which would be of no Service to him; as 
no Kind of one would, that did not contain an Ac- 
knowledgment that what he had done, was a Crime 
againſt the Law. But Mr. Dallas eagerly perſiſting 


that the Clergy ſhould know it; the Biſhop deſired 


the Regiſter ſhould read it, which he did. And then 


the Biſhop plainly ſhewed, that it contained nothing 


in the leaſt relative to the Suit and Matter in Queſ- 
tion, any more than it did to a Suit for Adultery. 
Then the Form which the Biſhop approved of was 
produced by one of the Clergy, which being alſo 
read by the Regiſter, the Biſhop plainly ſhewed, that 


there was not one Acknowledgment contained in it, 


the reverſe of which Mr. Dallas had not done or at- 
tempted ; and how neceſſary it was particularly, to 
inſert what related immediately to his Proceedings 
laſt Court Day; and how fit it was, that he ſhould ex- 
preſs his Repentance for, and intireRecantation of them. 
Becauſe otherwiſe the Biſhop muſt have owned, that 
Mr. Dallas acted legally; and that he himſelf had de- 
ſerved the Scandal and Abuſe offered to him, when he 
fat in his own Court, amidſt his Clergy. The Biſhop 
then ſaid, pray, Mr. Dallas, if I ſhould agree to what 
you propoſe, may not you, and may not every Clergy- 
man here, marry To-morrow, any Perſon, in the 
Manner you did Mr. Oliver; and alſo break 
every Part of this uſeful Canon; and could I in that 
Caſe call whoever did ſo to an Account? Well, Mr. 


Dallas, what do you ſay? To which Mr, Dallas an- 
ſwered, he was open to Conviction, but he did not 


ſee that he had acted againſt Law. The Biſhop then 


aid, if what has already paſſed, Sir, will not do it, 


I deſpair of conyincing you of it. Then ſeveral 
of the Clergy roſe up, and faid, ſure it cannot be * 
| : | 
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that Mr. Dallas has not broke the Law, and if ſo, 
the leaſt he can do is to acknowledge it. Mr. Dean, 
fay they, you are our Chief here under the Biſhop, and 
you ought to ſpeak for us, on which the Dean roſe 


up, and very earneſtly faid to Mr. Dallas, ſurely, 


Mr. Dallas, you cannot fay you have not tranſgreſſed 
the Law; and ſurely, you ought to own you have 
done ſo, On which one of the Clergy, provoked 
at Mr. Dean, told him he knew no right he had to 
ſpeak for the Clergy, as they had not been conſult- 
ed; that for his Part, he had not, and no one ſhould 
ſpeak his Senſe of the Matter, but himſelf; and he 
declared, that for his Part, he thought Mr, Dallas 
had been ſufficiently puniſhed for what he had done. 
The Biſhop then defired to know how Mr. Dallas 
had yet been in any way puniſhed. The Clergyman 
replied, that he had been filenced, had been proſe- 
cuted at Caſbell, and in Dublin, at great Expence ; 
and that it was a cruel Thing to hinder him from ex- 
erciſing his Miniſtry, To which the Biſhop replied, 
that as to his being ſilenced, that had been done above 
twoYears before the Fact was committed; that indeed 
the Biſhop had been carried by Mr. Dallas to the 
Court of Caſbell, and Common-Pleas, at a very great 
Expence; and ſaid, ſurely, he could not avoid defend- 
ing himſelf when ſo attacked; but that Mr. Dallas 
had not been in his Court, but a very ſhort Time; 
and at a trifling Expence. And alſo, that as no 
Clergyman had any right to exerciſe his Miniſtry in 
any Dioceſs, where he had not cither Benefice or 
Cure; he could not think it could be reckoned Cru- 
elty, to warn a Perſon not to do what he had no right 
to do before: Tho' he ſaid, Mr. Dallas was the on- 
ly one he ever had; or probably ever ſhould refuſe, to 
indulge in the Exerciſe of any Part of his Miniſtry 

| in 


——E-ü̃ 


( 24) 
in his Dioceſs. Then another Clergyman aroſe, and 
ſaid, he could not indeed but ſay, Mr. Dallas had 
behaved himſelf very ill; and declared, he did not 
mean to expreſs any particular regard for him ; but 
that as it might be the Caſe of the Reſt of the Cle:gy, 
he ſhould be cautious how, by any thing he ſaid, he 


ſhould ſeem to allow, that Degradation was the legal 


Puniſhment for his Crime. The Biſhop ſaid, that 


no Clergyman could ever be affected by it, ex- 


cept he acted in every circumſtance, as Mr. Dallas 
had; (i. e.) knowingly, wiifully, after due warn- 
ing of the Crime and Danger, acting againſt the Bi- 


_ - ſhop's Injunction, and the ſettled Practice of the Dio- 


ceſs, both agreeable to the expreſs Letter of the Law. 
And that no Biſhop could puniſh an offender againſt 
the Canon, when the Practice had till then been per- 
mitted to be otherwiſe ; for that as the Biſhop could 
diſpence with the Canon, his acquieſcing under the 
Non-obſervance of it, would, by all Courts, be con- 
ſtrued juſtly as a general Diſpenſation with it; and 
that as to Degradation's being the Puniſhment for the 
Offence, he ſaid, that its being ſo, was the grand 
Argument all Mr. Dallass Lawyers uſed, to prevail 
on the Comm:on-Pleas, to ſtop the Biſhop. For they 
argued, that the Canon, by enacting a new Puniſh- 
ment, introduced a new Law; which as it affected 
the Laity, was not binding. But they were anſwer- 
ed juſtly, that it was only enforcing what was Law 


before, both as to Clergy and Laity, by a new Pe- 


nalty on the Clergy. And it was allowed by the 
Court, and all the Lawyers, that the Convocation had 
a Right ſo to do. After this, another Clergyman 
ſtood up, and ſaid, that as for his Part, he could only 
ſay in this Matter, that he was preſent when the Arch- 
biſhop of Dullin gave the ſame Direction to his 
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Clergy, and they did not mind what he ſaid. T 
which the Biſhop anſwered, that truly he was ſorry 
to hear ſuch an Accquat of the Clergy of Dublin. 
The Biſhop then anſwered thoſe Gentlemen, that he 
had not defired their Advice, as to the Puniſhment 
Mr. Dallas deſerved, but that he would have been 
pleaſed that Mr. Dallas had done what in their judg- 
ment as well as in his own would anſwer the Ends of the 
Suit; as he hoped by their Mediation in Mr. Dallas's 
Favour in that Caſe, to be able in ſome Meaſure to 
juſtify his not proceeding to Sentence. But that how- 
ever, ſince any Opinions had been (tho' unaſked) gi- 
ven in this Point, he defired, that if any of the Reſt 
of the Clergy, agreed in Sentiments with them, that 
they would declare it. And this he repeated again. 
But no one ſaid any Thing. Then the Biſhop told 
the Clergy, that indeed he was very forry to ſee the 
Matter in the Situation it was; and that as ſo much 
had been thus ſaid publickly, he would inform them 
of his whole Proceedings, from the Beginning, to 
that Time, Which he did in the Manner I have be- 
fore related it. He told them, that a Rumour he 
heard had been ſpread, as if Mr. Da/las had been in- 
duced to make the Confeſſion he did, by Hopes gi- 
ven to his Friends, of his being ſaved by it, and which 
were never complied with. The Biſhop faid, that 
there was ſcarce a Man there, that had not known 
his Purpoſe from the Beginning, to fave Mr. Dallas, 
whenever a Regard to his own Duty would allow 
him. And that when by the Judgment of the Com- 
mon Pleas, Mr. Da/las had no refuge left, that he 
then, as many of them knew, had reſolved to abate 
very much of the Terms, he had before required 
of him. He then repeated the two * 
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had with the Dean, exactly as I have related them 
before; and aſked the Dean to every particular Part: 
the Dean readily acknowledged, that the Biſhop had 
only given him hints; and then particularly, to eve- 
ry Quection put to him, by the Biſhop, as whether 
the Biſhop did not ſay fo, and ſo, anſwered that he did. 
And when the Biſhop asked Mr, Dean, Mr. Dean, did 
not you anſwer ſo, and ſo? the Dean replied publick- 
ly, that he did. And added, that he never told Mr. 
Dallas, he had any Authority from the Biſhop, to 
give him any encouragement, but only, that he be- 
lieved he might ſerve himſelf, by a proper publick 
Submiſſion. In ſhort, the Dean acknowledged to the 
Biſhop. publickly, to have ſaid to him, all I have men- 
tioned in the two Diſcourſes between them, and no- 
thing more; and that he made thoſe Anſwers to the 
Biſhop, that were there ſaid, he did. The Biſhop 
then ſaid to Mr. Dean, and to the Clergy, that he 
would (tho' he had uſed all poſſible Caution, in the 
doing of it before) now declare, that he did mean by 
thoſe Hints, Looks and Geſtures, in the firſt Conver- 
ſation with the Dean, to hint to him, that a proper 
Conduct in Mr. Dallas, might be of Uſe to him. 
He farther ſaid, Mr, Dean, did not I the laſt Court 
+ Day, in the Court, before the Vicar-General and o- 
thers, ask you, whether I had not, by my Conduct 
that Day, done every Thing to ſave Mr. Dallas, that 
your moſt ſanguine Hopes could make you expect, 
from any thing you had obſerved in me; and whether I 
had not that Day obſerved to a Tittle, the Proceſs I told 
you I intended; notwithſtanding Mr. Dallas's freſh - 
Defence of his Cauſe that Day, and abuſe of me; and 
did you not in the Court declare, that J had done ſo 
fully? Then Mr. Dean anſwered, it was true, his 
5 | Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip had pat thoſe Queſtions to him; and that 
he had then ſaid, that the Biſhop indeed had done ſo. 
Then the Biſhop faid, you ſee Mr. Dean what has 
paſſed ſince; and yet have I not now this Day, I ask 
you again (on account of this ſtrange Rumour) done 
all that your moſt ſanguine Hopes (from any Thing 
I ever ſaid, or hinted to you on this Affair) could make 
you expect, notwithſtanding the Uſage I have ſince 
received ? To which the Dean anſwered, my Lord, you 
have, and more. Then the Biſhop addrefled himſelf 
to the Clergry, and expreſſed his Satisfaction to have 
had this opportunity of clearing himſelf of this Im- 
putation ; and ſh-wed that Mr. Dallas's Confe ſſion 
of the Fact, and afterwards juſtifying it, was ſo far 
from any Merit, that it was repeating the ſame Thing 
in an aggravated Manner; and that it was impoſſible 
to ſave ſuch a Man, without ſacrificing all that ought 
to be dear to him; for that as the Fact was confeſſed 
and notorious, it muſt be acknowledged to be a Crime, 
or it muſt be puniſhed, to eſtabliſh the Law. The 
Biſhop then addrefled himſelf to Mr. Dallas, in the 
following Words, Mr. Dallas, we have all this Day 
joined in a very ſolemn Ordinance, and I do aſſure you, 
that I am not ſenſible, that any Thing would give me 
greater Pleaſure than to hear you acknowledge your 
Crime and Sorrow for it; and confeſs, that you might 
be puniſhed for it. Come, Mr. Dallas, pray, give me 
that Pleaſure, and you may be ſaved. He anſwered, 
my Lord, I cannot, Mr. Dallas, ſays the Biſhop, my 
Son who is in Orders, ſtands now at your Elbow, and 
] do aſſure you, that had he been in your Caſe, I had 
acted from the Beginning with him, as I did by you, 
tho' he weie to be utterly ruined by it. And alſo, 
that were he now in your Situation, I ſhould require 
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moch more publick and exemplary Satisfaction from 


him than I do from you. Come, Mr. Dallas, take 


half an Hour to conſider of it, do not ruſh on your 
Ruin; you have loſt the favourable Opportunity of 


this Day ; will you acknowledge your Crime next 
Sunday, in the Cathedral. Mr. Dean Meade then 


ſtood up, and ſaid, my Lord, that will not anſwer 


your End, for as the Viſitation will be then over, 
how can the Clergy intercede for Mr. Dallas, which 
was a main Thing you had in View, and thought ſo 
neceſſary, to protect you from being blamed for not 
proceeding to Sentence. The Biſhop ſaid, come Mr, 
Dean, even this may be got over, becauſe I hope that 
if Mr. Dallas promiſes to do ſo, the Clergy will then 
mediate for him ; and that may anſwer all our Pur- 
poſes? Come Mr. Dallas, what do you fay, ſaid the 
Biſhop, will you even yet do this, will you own you 


have tranſgreſſed the Law, and are liable to be pu- 
niſhed for it? Mr. Dallas then anſwered, my Lord, 


Iwill not, I had rather be degraded than own I de- 
ſerved it. The Biſhop then again lamented the ne- 
ceſſity he was under, in order to vindicate the Law, 


and for the Peace of his Dioceſs, to proceed to Sen- 
tence; and fo the Viſitation, was adjourned. In 


ſhort, in the Judgment of all I heard mention it, the 
Biſhop did every Thing poſiible to fave Mr. Dallas: 
and as fome of them preſent faid, they could not ſee 
what he could do more, except he went down on his 
knees to bim, and that really he went very near it. 

On the Friday following, which was the Court- 
day, 1 waited on the Biſhop, at eleven o'Clock, in 
his Study, with ſeveral othe's, while the Bell was ring- 
ing for Prayers, and found him in doubt whether he 


ſhould go to Court that Day. In ſome Time after, 


the 
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the Regiſter and a Proctor of the Court came to the 


Biſhop; and the Regiſter told him, that about ten 


o'Clock that Morning, Mr. Dallas had delivered to 


him, before Witneſſes, a Paper which he ſuppoſed was 


calculated to ſtop the Sentence being pronounced, and 
delivered it to the Biſhop. Who when he had read 
it, ſaid it ſeemed deſigned to anſwer three Purpoſes; 
to be a Renunciation of the Judge, an Application 
to withdraw his Confeſſion, and an Appeal to Caſhell. 
The Biſhop ſaid, it ſignified nothing; but that now 
ſince he found what Mr. Dallas depended on, to ſtop 
Judgment's being given; he was reſolved to go to 

rt, pronounce Sentence, and ſo give. him an op- 
portunity of appealing as ſoon as he could ; and when 
the Regiſter and the Proctor went away, the Bell had 
ceaſed ſome Time, the Biſhop having ſent Word, that 
he would not go to Church, for he was not able, he 
{aid, to fit out the Service, being very ill. 

A little before twelve o'Clock, the Biſhop went down 
to the Cathedral, with three of the Clergy; and went 
into the Veſtry, where ſoon ſeveral of the Clergy 
came. And the Regiſter and others alſo, came about 
ſome court buſineſs, After we had been in the Veſ- 
try, about ten Minutes the Vicar-General came in; 
and the Biſhop asked the Vicar-General, whether he 
thought it was in his Power, to pronounce any Sen- 
tence in Mr. Dallas's Caſe, but that of Degradation. 
The Vicar-General anſwered, that he thought he 
could, and that Mr. Dallas might be filenced ; he was 
filenced, ſays the Biſhop, before he committed the 
Crime, He may then be ſuſpended, ſays the Vicar- 
General; would that Suſpenſion, ſays the Biſhop, ex- 
tend beyond my own Dioceſs. No, replies the Vicar- 
General, my Lord it would not. Why then, = 
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the Biſhop, how does that differ from ſilencing ? Pray, 


Mr. Vicar-Gene:al, ſays the Biſhop, could I appoint 


Mr. Dallas to read in the Church a Confeſſion of his 


Guilt; and in Caſe he refuſed it, how could I inforce it. 


To this he could not anſwer; but he ſeemed {till of Opi- 


nion, that if he was ſilenced, it would only extend to 


this Dioceis. The Biſhop ſaid, he thought it muſt be o- 
therwile; and that if a Clergyman were ſuſpended for 


a Crime, he was ſuſpended from the Exerciſe of his 


Office, in any Part of the Chriftian Church. But that 


not ſatisfying the Vicar-General, the Biſhop faid to 
him, 1 ſee Mr. Crips (who is your acquaintance,) and 
Mr. Dallas's Lawyers, ſtanding with Mr. Dallas in the 
Croud, near the,Church Door ; and you had better go 
and ask his Opinion, in theſe Particulars. 

The Vicar-General then went out, and returned 
ſoon after; and told the Biſhop, that Mr. Crips ſaid, 
that his Suſpenſion would not extend beyond his own 


 Diocel(s; and that he could not oblige Mr. Dallas to 


read any Confeſſion, nor puniſh him, if he refuſed it. 
But my Lord, faid the Vicar-General, he bid me tell 
you, that if you pronounced Sentence you ſhould be 
attached. The Biſhop ſaid, that was indeed a very 
extraordinary Meſſage; and ſo the Diſcourſe ended. 
I have been told, that the Vicar-General ſays, that 
Counſellor Crips bid him tell the Biſhop, that he in- 
tended to move the Court that Day, that Mr. Dallas 
have leave to withdraw his Confeſſion ; and that 
if the Biſhop ſhould pronounce Sentence, he ſhould 
be attached; and that the Vicar-General ſays, this 
was the Mcflage, he intended to deliver to the Biſhop, 
and that he thought he had ; But that no ſuch Meſlage 
was delivered, I aſſure you, and the Clergy who were 
preſent and heard what was ſaid, are ready to atteſt 
the ſame. And we all underſtood, as if it was pro- 


poſed 
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poſed to attach the Biſhop, ſhould he pronourice gen 
tence, after the Inſtrument delivered to the Regiſter; / 
two Hours before, which was deſigned to ſtop the 
Sentence, I thought proper to inform you of this, as 


it is the only — in the whole, about which 
there can be any Pretence, fer the leaft Variation, 
from the Account I have given of this Affair. 
By this Time the Officers of the Court had taken 
their Places, and the Court was full; And as the Bi- 
ſhop was walking in the Veſtry, as he paſſed by the 
Door which had been open while we were there, and 
directly oppoſite to the Court Houſe Door, on ſeeing | 


the Court full, he turned about to the Vicar-Genera}; : 


and told him, that he ſaw the Officers of the Court 
were ſeated, and in their Habits waiting for them, and 
that the Court was full; and he ſaid 1 fear we are late; 
is it not full Time to go to Court. The Vicar-Ges 
neral, anſwered, my Lord, it is, and then the Biſhop, * 
Vicar- General, and ſeveral Clergymen went into 
Court, about twenty Minutes after twelve. 

On the Biſhop's going into Court, he called on Mrz 
Dallass Cauſe, as he did the Court- day before, to 


leave the Vick-Concrdl to go thro' the Reſt of the 


Court Buſineſs. Mr. Dallas was called three Times, 
but did not appear; which I was not ſurprized at, as 
I ſuppoſed his Lawyers and he were waiting without, 


to ſce whether the Biſhop would pronounce Sentence 


or not, after the Inſtrument he lodged with the Re- 
giſter that Morning to prevent it, and in Caſe he 
did, that then they would appear and Appeal; not 
being willing to be preſent, when the Sentence ſhould 
be read, 

And after the Apparator had been ſworn to his be- 
ing cited to hear Sentence, the Proctor moved for 
ſentence; which the Biſhop, (after having corrected it 

al 
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in ts and directed ſome Lines to 5be inſerted,) 

ronounced. And then it was ſigned by the Biſhop, 

y the Chanter, the Chancellor, and a Prebendary of 
* Cathedral, and another Clergyman of the Dioceß. 
This being done, Mr. Dallas's Lawyers and Proctor 
cam̃e into Court; and his Proctor made an Apology 
that he could not come to Court ſooner, as he had 
been obliged to attend a Cant at the Exchange; and 
deſired that this his Apology might be entered on the 
Books, leſt his Client ſhould blame him for coming 
ſo late. And he and the Lawyers, ſeemed very angry 
that Sentence had been pronounced; and when they 
had proteſted to appeal, they deſired that the Inſtru- 
ment Mr. Dallas had lodged in the Regiſtry-Office 
that Morning (and which they inſiſted ſhould bave 
ſtopped the Sn ſhould be brought into Court, 


to go with the Tranſmiſs to Caſbell, but this the Bi- 


ſhop ſaid be could not direct to be done. 
I did not obſerve, when we were going into Court 
with the Biſhop, whether Prayers had been over or 
not, as there were ſeveral of the Clergy in the Veſ- 
try, and a great Croud about the Church Door, But 
in a few Minutes after we had been in the Court, 
faw the People coming out of Church; but I never 
conſidered this as a material Circumſtance; having of- 
ten ſeen the Court eg before Prayers, _ in 
Prayer Time. | | 
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